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GREATER    ONTARIO 

OR    NEW   ONTARIO 


By  Rev.  j.  d.  Byrnes 


DISTRICT  Superintendent  of  Home  Missions 
Synod  of  Toronto  and  Kingston. 

21 X  lf)1 1  we  wrote  a  ler  -t  entitled  "Great- 
ov  Ontario";  we  1  .  now  eliosen  the 
same  title,  l)elievin«r  it  to  'no  more  appli- 
cable than  ever  to  this  New  J.and  of  Pro- 
mise. 


New  Ontario  ])roi)er  is  that  ])art  of  the 
provinee    lyin<r    North    and    West    of    the 
Freneh  River,  Lake  Nipissin^r  and  the  ]\rat- 
tawa.    It  is  divided  into  eijrht  larjre  Dis- 
tricts, viz.,  Nipissinjr,  Temiskaminrr,   Sud- 
bury, Algoma,  Thunder  Bay,  Rainy  River, 
Kenora  and  Patrieia.    There  should  be  add- 
ed for  practical  i)uri)oses  (civil  and  reli«ri- 
ous)  Parry  Sound  and  Manitoulin.     This 
p'ives  New  or  Northern  Ontario  an  area  of 
approximately  350,000  square  miles,  a  ter- 
ritory more  than  one  and  one-lialf  times 
tlie  size  of  Germany,  nearly  four  times  the 
size  of  Great  P>ritain,  while  six  Old  On- 

tarios  might  be  placed  side  by  side  within 
its  borders. 
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THE   WEALTH    OF    NATURE. 

We  Uiiow  that  the  {ittrnct ivciu-ss  of  a  land 
t'oi'  liiiiiiaii  lial)itat ion  (Icpciids  not  so  niucli 
on  the  length  of  its  coast  line  or  the  rxtcnt 
of  its  tcn-itor-y,  as  it  docs  npon  the  ric-lincss 
of  its  natnral  fcsonrccs.  rnfortunatcly 
space  will  n(»t  pcnnit  ns  to  tell  of  these 
^roat  endowments  of  natnre,  of  furs  and 
tisliei'ies,  of  millions  of  acres  of  pine  and 
pnip  yet  untonched  in  this  mi^jrhty  tiiid)er 
licrth  of  the  North. 
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Where   the   Lumbermen   Are   houNO 

Ijikewise,  we  must  i)ass  by  niarvellons 
minei'al  deposits  save  to  say  that  in  this 
department  Xew  OntaiMo  stands  the  nn- 
challen<:'ed  h'adei'  in  our  hro  id  Dominion. 
Here  is  the  woi'ld's  jzi-eatest  nickel  deposit; 
here  the  largest  pioducin^^  silver  mine  and 
the  richest  ^old  mine  in  the  Jiritish  Hiu- 
pire.    In    15)18   one   iiundred    i)er   cent,    of 


Ci 


C'iiii;i(l;i*s  iiick(.|.  ninety  pov  coiit.  of  Can- 
iKla's  silvrr.  and  ciolify  j„.r  c'lif.  »,f  Can- 
i;<li»s  ..-old  caiiic  rroiii  Xcu  Ontario. 

What  shall  no  say  of  the  potential  Hcc- 
ti;M'  power  hidden  away  in  the  rivers?  What 
<'l  the  a-rienltiiral  possil.ilities  of  the  -nvat 
clJiy  belts  jyin-  huiulieds  of  miles  I'aKlier 
sj.uth    than   J>rineo   Albert    or    Ivln.onton, 
<'lay  belts  as  rich  in  i)ro(biein<;  power  as 
i'Mv  n.^w   land   from  -Sea  to  Sea,  <.r  from 
I.er.ver  (St.  Lawrenee)  to  the  ends  of  the 
i'^arth  ! 


llH'se  and  many  other  resonre<'s  must  be 
P.-Ns."d  by,  bnt  in  p.ssin-  let  ns  retnrn 
thanks  to  Onr  Father  for  plaein;:  sneh  en- 
«»''"")Ms  deposits  to  our  eredit  in  these  His 
Hiartered  baid<s  of  Jlij]  and  Wdlev  L  die 
"*'     Stream. 


an< 


THE    PEOPLE 

jJIH-:    fi.-st    white    men    to   diseover   New 
Ontario  were  likely  those  of  the  Hud- 
son Expedition,  who,  in   KilO,  b.oked  upon 
our    northern    forests.      Five     vears     later 
(  hJiinplani   j.itelu'd   his  tent   on   the  slu.res 
ot   Lake  Xipissin-     From  that  dav  to  this 
many  have  sj)ied  out  the  land,   but  some 
like    Israel's   Timid    Ten.    brou-ht    an    evil 
iV])ort.     Some  said  'tis  a  -oodlv  land,  rieli 
m  many  resmirees,  but  the  sons  of  Anak 
called    Hlnidin-    Snow   and    I^itino-    Frost' 
have  eoncpiered  the  laiul  so  that  we  emnot 
jro  up  ayauist  it.     Thus  for  centuries  this 


COBALT     PRFSBYTCRIAN    CHURCH    AND     MANSE      • 

Viist  district  lay  like  a  iiiifrlity  barrier 
s('I)aratiii«,^  castcni  ('iviiizatioii  from  west- 
crii  projrrcss,  Ucrciitly,  iiowcvcr,  the  at- 
traction of  copi'.cr  and  nickel,  of  silver  and 
•iold,  l)ron«.dit  adveninrei's.  bush  ranjrers 
and  j)ros|)ectoi's  by  the  thousands.  Then 
followed  the  luerchant  and  the  mechanic, 
the  ])r()fessional  man  and  the  homesteader. 
Also  men  from  almost  every  creed  and 
clime  have  crowded  our  jrates,  increasin«? 
tl:e  population  many  hundred-fold. 

THE    CHURCH 

jJIX  Presbyterian  Church  circles  the  Pres- 
^  bytery  of  Superior  is  connected  with 
the  Synod  of  ^Manitoba,  while  Barrie  and 
Xorth  Bay  Presbyteries  are  reckoned  with 
New  Ontario. 

Thirty  years  ajr.)  the  men  of  P»nice  i)lan- 
ned  for  a  Presbytery  -'up  the  Lakes."  In 
18!)2  their  dream  came  true  when  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Algoma  was  erected.    North  Bay 


was  (.r-iini/.c(l  in  ls!)s.  then  full. .wed  Tciii- 
iNkaninijr  in  l!M)!»  and  Snilhury  in  l!»ll.  Of 
till'  four  Xorthcrn  Prcsln  t.-rirs,  Aliroiin  is 
file  iiioNf  .•(.m|,;,<-t.  Tciiiiskaminjr  the  most 
fXtcMsivc,  TIh-  for-nicr  lias  a  wnrkiny  tt-r- 
fifory  of  alxMit  LM.OIM)  s(|M}in'  n.il.'s''.  tlie 
latter  is  \vorkin<r  at  points  within  its 
hounds  five  hundred  and  twenty-eiuht  miles 
apait,  a  dist:inee  jrreater  than  Sarnia  is 
fiom  .Montrcd.  or  Calvary  fr(»m  the  I'eaee 
Ki\<'i-  eounti'y. 

The  ^M-owfh  ,,f  the  u(.rl<  may  I.e  illus- 
trated from  our  newest  I'reshyterv  of  Sud- 
I'lu-y.  Despite  fli,>  faef  that  it  was  or-an- 
i/<"d  during;  (he  war  and  thus  had  to  face 
iiinisual  e.)nditi(.ns.  its  self-supportinti-  eon- 
^iVMations  have  increased  from  one  to  five, 
and  its  stren<':th  in  ordained  men  nearlv 
i!oid)Ied. 

The  I'reshyteries  of  Xcw  ()nt:irio.  like 
'li'.se  in  r.ritish  Coluiid.ia.  iiave  to  face 
praetieally  i-vn-y  type  of  missionary  activ- 
ity c:U'rie(|  on  hy  our  church  on  ("•inadisn 
•sod  and  more  devoted  conveners,  clerks 
and  missionaries  it  wr.idd  he  hard  to  find. 


0];()-OI»ERATI()X  has  been  carried  on  in 
Xew  Out  irio  for  a  number  of  years, 
hnt  in  the  early  days  the  nen(,tiatioiis  took 
the  foi-m  of  "('onversations"'  rather  than 
-Sio-ned  Agreements."  Of  the  latter  the 
Matheson  case,  early  in  1!K)!»,  is  amonir  the 
first.  In  the  older  centres  the  problem  was 
more  difificult.  i)ormanent  agreements  <>oiii«' 


I'iH'k  (miy   to    1    l:{.      [,,    linM.")    wo   wvvo 

\\ul-kill<:    nil     ii     MM. IV     p.TliiiilM'llf     |.;|sis.     Iijlt 

wailiiiir  fni-  l.-o-isljifioi,  whicli  we  mI  .Muiltlc 
lis  U)  jMlviiiirc  Jill  nIoiM.'  flic  line.  In  l!M7  a 
lor\viir<l  sfc-  Uiis  liikt'ii  wliidi  cliininiitcd 
Jill  nv("cla|)|>iiij.'-  iM-fu.vii  .M.'fli.Mlists  {iii(l 
l*r(sl)yf<'i-iaii>    in    N'cw   Onfario. 

Tins  Mmltili/;ati(«ii  <»r  rdi-ccs  r.  united  in 
tln'  saving--  of  iiM.iv  than  I'di'ty  men  and  over 
.tlMi.llOI)  a  ycai-  in  X.-w  Ontario  alone.  If 
tlif  n-sf  of  tlif  Synod  is  iiicliidcd.  it  means 
;i  total  s;iviii-  <.[■  practically  fifty  men.  and 
Jilmost  $;!().()(l()  a  \.  II-  to*  the  "missi(»iiary 
cntci  prises  of  the  PiTshyteriaii  Churcli  i'li 
Canada.  This  conservation  of  in.ni  and 
money  power  has  ix.t  only  liherated  leaders 
for  more  needy  centres,  hut  has  jrreativ 
streli,!;tliened   the  fi<:litiiiM'  foe,.,'  of  the  local 


Our   Italian   Mission,   sault  Ste.    Marie 


FINNISH     MISSION     SUNDAY    SCHCOL     AT    COPPER    CLIFr 

Proshytorios.  Tlioy  aro  now  sorvii.i:  a  coii- 
stitiu'iicy  (m-konrd  by  fnnilics)  tliirtv 
ix'i-  ccMt.  larovr,  while  coiitrihutioiis  I'oV 
Mii)i)(,rt  of  ordiiiaiicc  has  iiicmised  oik 
Jiiim  red  pov  cent.,  and  that  for  j.iissionarv 
and  l)("iievoI(Mit  ])in-pos("s  ncarlv  throe  huil- 
dml  per  cent,  diirin-  the   last  six  years. 

Despite  the  s::erifiee  of  in:mv  sweet  as- 
sociations, the  i)eoj)le  are  proud  to  have 
lad  a  ])art  in  the  -Jiij.'  Drive"  that  lias 
lielped  to  eliminate  overlap])injr  in  aid- 
reeeivino-  eon<-reo-ations  between  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Toronto  and  Wimiipe-,  thus 
makin«r  New  Ontario  tlie  g-reat  ••ini(hlle 
link"  of  eo-operatioii  bindinjr  East  to  West. 

NEW   CANADIANS 

/JftUR  first  effort  amoiinr  t],ese  noweonicrs 
^^  was  to  teaeh  them  lOniilisli  \s 
early    as    11)12    the  Roberts  System    was 


iiitrodiici'd  l)y  the  Rev.  C.  A.  ]\rak'olm,  tlien 
at  Selhvood,  as  a  method  of  instruetion. 
]\Iaiiy  of  our  missionaries  and  some  hiy- 
meii  eoiidueted  ehisses  here  and  tliere,  but 
the  first  rejruhir  missionary  was  liev.  A.  I. 
lleinonen,  who  opened  up  work  anion*?  liis 
feUow-eountrymen,  the  Finns,  in  IDlo,  at 
Chopper  Cliff.* 

In  1914  an  Italian  ^Missionary  was  in- 
stalled at  Sault  Ste.  IMarie,  and  b'ter  a 
Seandiiuiviaii  worker  sent  into  the  Cobalt- 
Coehrane  eountry.     The  effect  of  the  work 


In  a  Cobalt  silver  Mine 


of  these  missionaries  on  the  future  of  our 
eountry  no  one  can  estimate,  but  the  fol- 
lowinjr  examples  may  be  given: — 

Fii'st,   The  Tnterjiational    Nickel   Com- 
pany, in  addition  to  giving  the  old  school 
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building'  at  ('o])poi-  (lilT  foi-  cliapol  and 
liall.  at  tlie  noniiiial  i-ental  of  .^1.00  a  yoar 
I'oi-  twenty  years,  makes  an  annnal  con- 
ti-ihntioii  to  the  institutional  department. 

Secondly,  onr  nn-sionai-y  lias  Ix'cii  in- 
stiunicntal  in  having-  a  inmihcr  of  |>ulilic 
schools  established  in  townships  that  ai'c 
settled  with    Kinlandei-s, 

Thii'dly.  pi'actically  ever\-  Finn  votei- 
in  (N)pp(M'  Clitt'  and  sni'roundin^-  townships 
sijiiied  the  |)roliil)ition  jx'tition  askin<a'  the 
liCjiislature  for  a  '"Dry  Ontai'io." 

THE    FUTURE 

A  FTh]K  completinji'  a  sui'vey  re<iardiii<i' 
'*^  the  ('hui'chcs.  manses  and  men  recpiir- 
ed  for  the  next  five  yeai's.  the  I'resliytevies 
of  the  Xoi'th  felt  that  if  The  I'ecjuired  l-e- 
soiirees  were  available  ei'.rhty  per  cent,  of 
the  estimated  work  coidd  be  inanjiui"ate<l 
in  the  next  five  days.  Many  of  the  fields 
should  be  divided  at  once.  For  example. 
Cai)i'eol.  a  town  scarcely  moi'e  than  two 
years  old.  has  asked  that  they  be  allowed 
to   stand    alone    as    a    self-suppoi't  iii<i"   con- 


On  another  field,  the  missionary  is  covei'- 
\n\x  a  territory  ■')!()  miles  lon^'.  and  recently 
he  was  asked  to  take  on  another  'i!)-!  miles, 
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with  an  additional  twelve  to  fifteen  thou- 
sand souls. 

Add  to  tliis  the  fact  tluit  we  have  only 
four  workers  among  over  one  hundred 
thousand  non-English  speaking  people,  and 
study  the  turmoil  and  strife  of  class  witii 
class  and  race  with  race,  even  though 

"All  sprung  from  one  God  Seed," 
we  are  forced  to  ask,  what  of  tiie  future? 
When  the  hills,  from  tiie  Huron  to  the 
Hudson,  will  have  answered  the  knock  of 
the  i)rospector's  pick,  and  the  pioneer's 
plougii  will  have  turned  the  soil  in  a  luui- 
dred  fcrtih^  valleys,  when  men  will  have 
echoed  the  call  of  a  thousand  waterfalls, 
and  hundreds  of  centres  will  hum  with  the 
song  of  life's  activity  in  farm  and  in  fac- 
tory in  mill  and  in  mine:  tJie  future,  when 
millions  of  men  will  cull  this  country 
Home. 

The  character  of  that  To-morrow  depends 
upon  the  consecration  of  To-day.  This  is 
the  task  our  God  has  set.  Nothing  but  the 
love  of  Jesus  permeating  the  souls  cf 
these  multitudes  will  save  Canada  for  the 
Union  Jack  or  for  the  Cross  of  Christ. 
But  if  we,  as  a  Church,  are  true  to  the 
trust  of  to-day  and  lift  Him  up  before 
these  "many  nation  mixed." 

"A  Strong  New  race  shall  take  its  place 
In  a  AVorld  we  are  vet  to  see." 


J"urd  by    Forward  Movement  Commiltee.  Preshjiterian   Church 

Bij      T      \    ^<'P''*   <"•   opplication.     256    Conjtderation   Lije 
aids,  Toronto. 
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New  Ontario 

Area— 1.000  by  ;ir)0  niilos— G  7' of  Pro- 
vince. 

Kesoiu'ces — Contains  Avoi-ld's  nickel; 
paid  almost  $100,000,000  silver  dividends: 
one  ji'old  mine  yields  .^H.OOO.OOO  annnally; 
larji-e  forest  wealth;  elay  belt,  1S,000,000 
a<'res. 

Poi)nlation— 280.000.  45^^  iion-Aii«,do- 
SaxoM. 

The  (Mmi'eh — Pi-eshytei-ian  i^i-eaehin^ 
points.  22();  eommnnicants.  9.4(15;  or- 
dained ministei-s.  50. 


NEW   ONTARIO   WeiEAT   Field  Over   400   Miles   North   of 

TORONTO 


MH 


